Building a
Saint Paul
Housing
Coalition
march 6, 2019

Building a Saint Paul Housing Coalition
On Wednesday, March 6, 2019,
MCCD convened members and
partners to discuss the possibilities for
a local housing advocacy coalition in
Saint Paul. More than 40 community
members gathered at SpringBOX!
to begin building relationships and
collective knowledge.
We started with introductions in a welcoming circle.
People answered the question, “What does home
mean to you?” While many reflected on the benefits of
home, we were also reminded that home and safety
are elusive for many community members, particularly
people of color and Indigenous communities. Hearing
our reflections of home was a powerful opportunity to
ground us in our purpose to explore solutions for the
affordable housing crisis in our community.

Home is
Home is

a place to breathe,
to break bread,
to lay our heads,
to create, rest, reflect, and regenerate.

Home is

beyond bricks and mortar
it’s sacred
what everyone deserves
a base for success
a foundation for growth
a stepping stone

a place for children to play,
and where they give the best hugs
		
at the end of a long day.

(from welcoming circle responses)

Home is

care, comfort, and warmth
love and nurturing
belonging and acceptance
peace of mind
safety, security, and stability
the right to thrive and build wealth for our families
where we mend our wounds
freedom from pain,
healing and repair from harm

Home is

where we spend at least one-third of our lives;
it is a right,
not something to commodify.

World Café
After our welcoming circle, we broke into small groups for conversations focused on
highlighting the critical housing issues impacting Saint Paul residents and communities.

World Café

Emerging Themes
Job opportunities and wages are not keeping pace with housing costs;
The need for deeply affordable housing;

A lack of community ownership and influence, excluding people most
impacted by the lack of affordable housing;

Gentrification and involuntary displacement;

Rigid systems that don’t provide flexibility for real people;

Homeownership is increasingly difficult to access and maintain, especially for
people of color and longtime community residents;
A wide range of renter protection issues, including:

High fees/security deposits and screening criteria;
Renters facing substandard housing conditions;
Fear of retaliation from landlords;
Rent control;

Eviction prevention and reform, because as one person stated,
“Evictions follow people forever.”

What’s next?
A small group of coalition co-designers volunteered to dig in more deeply on
some of the issues and strategies identified and share back with the larger group
in April 2019. We look forward to future gatherings with community partners and
residents who are interested in working towards a future in which every Saint
Paul resident has a safe, stable, and affordable home. If you have any questions
or want to get more involved in building a housing coalition in Saint Paul, please
contact Caitlin!
Caitlin Magistad | cmagistad@mccdmn.org | 612-843-3266

